This study shows the Western theorization and interpretation of aging, place and health are not well suited to a non-western case. The current generation of older Chinese has experienced the transition from a planned economy to a socialist market economy. Urban changes have taken place in various ways. This study explains the spatio-temporal processes of older people with their changing places by conducting in-depth interviews with 47 older people living at home in Beijing. Their generational consciousness and old place identities are deeply rooted in pre-reform Collectivism and shaped by socialist ideologies of the past. The representation of the old identity among older people is circumscribed by their living situations and selectively manifested. In most cases, there are limited mechanisms formed to recreate positive place meanings and reintegrate older people and place. The processes reflect the growing social inequality and changing cultural values in a society in transition. Growing social inequality and changing cultural values have a great impact on older people's health and wellbeing.
Introduction
In October 2015, the Communist Party of China announced the ending of the decades-long one-child policy and now two children are allowed for each couple in urban China. One of the major purposes of the new two-child policy is to deal with population aging, according to the statement from the Communist Party's Central Committee. The ending of the one-child policy leaves this particular generation as a unique social phenomenon of our time. China's aging pattern is unique compared to many aging/aged societies in developed countries. The public pension system does not apply universally to older citizens. Social inequality is increasing in all aspects in the process of rapid economic growth. The state has written aging and health into the National Strategic Plan for the next five years (State Council of People's Republic of China, 2011).
As people get older, their homes and neighborhoods become even more important in their daily lives (Buffel et al., 2013) . Traditionally, older people in China prefer to age at home because the stigma about nursing homes still exists (Cheng et al., 2012) . At the same time, they face the dilemma of choosing nursing homes if there is no one to support them. The public ones are funded by the government and located in inner city. With affordable fees, people's trust in state owned facilities and limited bed numbers, they are fully occupied and the waiting lists are extremely long. The private ones are more expensive and normally located in the suburbs, with many empty beds. Current policy and planning points to home as the main site for people to age. In 2008, the government of Beijing Municipality proposed the "9064" elder care development strategy. The strategy calls for 90% of older people to age at home, 6% to age in place with government purchased community service and 4% to age in institutions by 2020. Therefore, older people's major living spaces, including home and the neighborhood are important sites to study aging and place in a Chinese context. Current geographical studies on aging in China have focused on macro spatial characteristics, social impacts, environmental risks and planning at a population level. Quantitative methods are mostly used with few exceptions (See Cheng et al., 2011) . Gao et al. (2015) commented on the obvious gap in the literature on aging and place in China. The current studies see older people as a homogenous group; the understanding of place is limited to location and region, not the social meanings attached to it. Thus, a case study is conducted to understand the current aging in place experiences and how the relationship between older people and place has changed over time for those who currently reside at home in urban China.
From a disciplinary perspective, Western studies and theories have occupied a dominant role in the field of geographies of aging since the "initial wave of inquiry" in the 1970s (Skinner et al., 2015, Pg. 2) . Based on a comprehensive review of work from the mid-1990s to now, Skinner et al. (2015) argue that there is a gap, both empirical and theoretical, in geographies of ageing research beyond Western studies. Our study aims to fill the empirical gap by providing findings from a non-Western place. Also, driven by the question of whether Western conceptualization of aging and place can be replicated, this study starts with a discussion situated within Western studies and the Chinese context. We argue that socio-political and cultural histories of place and people are essential parts of conceptualizing aging and place.
This paper begins with a discussion of the existing research on aging and place, research context and conceptual gaps. It illustrates a series of relevant reforms, transformation and new policies in urban China in recent decades. Based on the research questions proposed, a qualitative approach is adopted. Then, a conceptual framework is developed based on the data. In the remainder of the paper, each part of the framework is elaborated. In the end, the study implication and limitation are stated.
Theoretical development and empirical context
In Western countries, old age and place have been studied and theorized by various scholars. Environmental gerontologists focus on the fit between older people and the environment. The mismatch between personal competencies and environmental press can lead to maladaptation in old age. (Lawton, 1989) Another group of studies focus on the subjective experience of aging and place. It is suggested that familiar places, accumulative attachment to place, shared memories with peers and historical events contribute to identity formation (McHugh and Mings, 1996; Fried, 2000; Taylor, 2001; Rosel, 2003; Andrews and Kearns, 2005; Blunt and Dowling, 2006) . Taking a phenomenological perspective, Rowles (1983) proposes physical, social and autobiographical insideness to place attachment. He argues that the self-created autobiographical insideness is more important to personal identity in later life.
Research has been expanded to include more complex situations when both environment and individual are undergoing changes. Different theories and recommendations have been proposed to decrease environmental press, recreate place identity in an unfamiliar place and promote independence and autonomy in old age. For example, Gitlin (2003) and Petersson et al. (2008) conducted research on home and indoor environment modification. Phillips et al. (2011) challenge the place concept based on familiarity. They find the aesthetics and usability of the built environment contributes to place attachment in a changing place. McHugh (2007) argues by congregating in retirement communities, it helps the Second World War Generation to affirm their collective identity. Rowles and Watkins (2003) propose possession transferring, conscious and implicit memories in place making. Peace et al. (2011) challenge the studies that center on micro-environments and propose the concept of "layers of environmental press". They argue that macro-environments of neighborhood, towns and community changes should be included in the model. Besides environmental measures, studies have found individuals act differently to the changes. From an environmental behaviour perspective, Golant (2003) states older people will emotionally respond and adapt differently to residential changes due to their personalities and personal histories. Burns et al. (2012) find in neighborhoods that went through gentrification, some older people experienced alienation while others felt senses of social insideness. Golant (2003) suggests conceptualizing temporal properties of environments and individuals. Practical environmental applications are proposed considering residential environmental pasts and individual histories.
The adaptation processes of older people and place may result in aging in place, or relocation to institutional care facilities. Aging in place in a Western context has been discussed both in policy and academic contexts. Aging in place represents older people's ability to remain living in the residences or communities of their choice (Schofield et al., 2006) . Wiles et al. (2011) find older people's conception of aging in place is pragmatic. It is seen as an advantage for senses of attachment, security, familiarity, identity and autonomy. Cutchin (2003) sees aging in place as integration and reintegration of place and older people in different situations with social efforts. The problematic situations in home and community lead to mediation in service settings. He proposes the core processes of a person-place whole, including reshaping space, creating a sense of belonging and responsibility through activity, and contesting space with others. Action and meaning are interwoven in the process. Older people's habits are reconstructed and the attributes of home and community are recreated in new settings. Instability is ongoing in the process. Peace et al. (2011) define the point when adaptive behaviour cannot rebalance environmental press as "option recognition". Strategic responses of aging in place or moving will take place. They find central to decision making are control over routine and self-identity, that person's social capital, biography and experience in time and space explain the complex person-environment interaction.
The life experiences of the current generation of older Chinese cannot be separated from a series of social changes and turbulence. They have lived through wars and different stages of socialist construction after the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949. They carry strong imprints of their times. They have experienced the planned economy and Work-unit (Danwei) system, as well as the socialist market economy after the reforms. Before the economic reforms in urban China, the population was organized by the Danwei system. Danwei was not just a work place; it also provided housing, health care, education and other social security supports and benefits to the employees. Residential spaces were formed based on Danwei. Pension was provided directly by state-owned enterprises (SOEs). Since the economic reforms in 1978, cities have shifted away from socialist patterns in land-use, housing, welfare provision, administrative systems, etc. Cities have urbanized rapidly and Danwei system was gradually phased out. Housing is now largely commercialized, and social welfare and services are not solely provided by the public system. Pension became a huge burden for the former SOEs under reform and multi-pillar pension system was introduced in the 1990s including contribution from government, enterprises and individuals. The "Community", instead of Danwei, has become the new form of social organization. Community is used in official Chinese documents to mean small geographic areas within cities where street offices and residence committees are the legal entities for organizing the communities. In an academic sense, an equivalent term would be neighborhood in Western context. "Community construction" reform was initiated in the 1980s to establish the functions of policy implementation, service provision, public health, maintaining public orders and organizing community activities for individual communities.
The economy started to boom after the reforms. At the same time, urbanization and marketization have resulted in a growing wealth gap, new social and residential space formations, social segregation and other forms of inequality (Fan, 2002; Zhang et al., 2003; Wu, 2004; Wu, 2008, 2013) . A large number of people have relocated due to multiple urban renewal projects, some have purchased commercial housing, and others remain in their older dwellings. For older people, their immediate built and social environments have changed tremendously along the timeline between 1978 and the present.
People's value system and traditional family relations are also affected (Chen and Liu, 2009) . In a traditional Confucians sense, filial piety stresses submission to parental authority and children's duty of caring for parents, especially the eldest son in a patriarchal system. Studies have agreed that filial piety remains an important virtue for Chinese society and older people's well-being (Cheng et al., 2004; Liu, 2000; Cheng and Chan, 2006) , while modernization, urbanization, and the one-child policy have changed family structure and the concept greatly. The concept can be understood as dual dimensional: reciprocal filial piety (RFP) and authoritarian filial piety (AFP) (Yeh and Bedford, 2003) . RFP is often related to intimacy, gratitude and voluntary support for older parents and fits better modern values of equality, while AFP refers to obedience to normative authority. It varies among studies how filial piety is conceptualized, expected and manifested under societal and political changes in modern China (Chan and Lim, 2004; Yeh et al., 2013; Cheung and Kwan, 2009 ). Yeh at al. (2013) think both dimensions are in place. Chou (2010) argues filial piety has become a commercialization of intergenerational relationship with policy enforcement by the government. Cheng and Chan (2006) believe submission to authority is no longer a part of contemporary filial piety. Cheung and Kwan (2009) find education matters in mitigating modernization's impacts.
This study finds Western theorization and interpretation of aging, place and health are not well suited to a Chinese case. First, the cultural value of filial piety largely shapes how positive aging experience is perceived in China. The current generation of older people believe in the importance of the state and the collective in social supports. However, aging in place in a Western context is underpinned by a notion of choice among older people themselves without any preconceived notion of support from informal caregivers or the state in theory. Therefore, Western theories based on choice and maintaining independence and self-identity cannot simply be used to explain the processes taking place in China. Second, the geographic mobility of the current generation of older Chinese is still constrained by the Household Registrar System (Hukou), a housing system organized by the state or SOE. In essence, people are forced to age in place unless they gained sufficient social capital after the economic reform. In Western theories, these are not the conditions for integration and decision making processes. Third, economic reform and the one-child policy have disrupted the single model based on filial piety and the Danwei. Partial aspects of Western theories may be applied to understand the complex post-reform scenario in China. Still, Western models that focus more on immediate environments and individual history cannot be replicated in China where ideological, cultural and sociopolitical transitions are inextricably parts of the aging and place process. Overall, aging in place as place (re)integration cannot be achieved with limited individual power in China. How older Chinese convey meanings in place speaks to the current conflicts in values and social inequality.
Thus, a conceptual framework is proposed to explain how old age and place work in the context of urban China. It shows how different meanings are conveyed in a changing place to older people and why; then leads to the negotiation processes and the interpretation of aging in place.
Research design and method
As the capital city of China, Beijing is experiencing a pressing aging issue along with development issues shared by other Chinese cities. New policy and ideas often are developed in Beijing and then diffuse throughout China. Thus, the city of Beijing was chosen for the fieldwork. The research is designed to answer the following research questions: 1) How are meanings and identities constructed in different places for different older people over time? 2) How do older people cope and negotiate with changing person-place relationships? 3) What does aging in place mean to older people in Beijing? The findings shed light on current public health and aging policies in Beijing and the rest of China.
The fieldwork was done in 2013 in the six urban districts of Beijing. The study uses semi-structured interviews with open-ended questions. People who are 60 years old and over, currently residing at home and in the Community, with Beijing Hukou are included in the study. The majority of the older people living in Beijing are those with Beijing Hukou. Since Hukou is used to determine the type of social security, pension, and health care one can get as a resident of a certain administrative area. Also, most of older people holding Beijing Hukou have lived in the city and share more similar life experiences. By excluding people without Beijing Hukou, this study provides a methodologically more consistent investigation and analysis but we also acknowledge that this is a significant exclusion addressed later in the paper.
Our respondents were selected in different neighborhoods in the six urban districts. Strategies like being in public spaces, going to special events, snowball methods, and contacting community officers were used. For example, various community and city parks were especially useful for recruiting since they are gathering places for older people to socialize or exercise. Older people were also approached on the streets. By contacting local community workers, the researcher was able to recruit at special events and older people's homes. Participants introduced other older people to the main investigator. Therefore, those who stayed at home most of time were also included. The contact information of the main investigator was provided to the older people and they chose if they wanted to be interviewed on site right away or contacted the main investigator to arrange another location and time. When saturation of information was reached, the recruitment for interviews ended. In the end, the sample covered older people from various neighborhoods of all six districts, age groups and with different family structures.
The sample includes 47 people. Table 1 shows the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of participants.
Both Letters of information and consent forms were provided before the interview. Then older people were asked about their basic information of age, marital status, living arrangement, profession before retirement, income level, and health status. Then they were asked about their perceptions of their living spaces; their experiences of aging in their current places; challenges they face in everyday life and their coping strategies; and their understanding and anticipation of aging in place.
Data analysis was guided by the comparative methods described in Strauss and Corbin (1998) . Indicators of categories in the qualitative data were coded. Codes were constantly compared to find consistencies and differences and therefore categories were revealed. Categories eventually reached saturation when no new codes were formed and relationships of categories were validated. In the end, the core categories were determined to explain the research questions. The qualitative data analysis was done in Chinese and translated into English. Qualitative analysis was done using Nvivo. The first author did all of the data collection and analysis. 
A conceptual framework on aging and place in Beijing, China
Many facets of environmental changes have been driven by urbanization and rapid development. Findings reveal how older people interpreted the meanings of place and their identities in the changing environments. It explains which aspects of the past are present in current place identity construction and why among the older people; thus how they cope in a society in transition and their understanding of aging in place.
The framework shows the processes and category of old age and place in Beijing. Both concepts can be understood in a relational manner. How older people's current living situations are compared to before and others in different places, are important in understanding how place is interpreted. For the current older generation, their place identities are deeply rooted in pre-reform Collectivism and shaped by pre-reform socialist ideologies (equality, standardization, uniformity etc.). Older people's current living situations can be explained by their housing, neighborhood and economic conditions, along with their health and functional condition, which inform the meanings of place and challenge their identities that have been established throughout the life course. The representation of the socialist past among older people is circumscribed by their current living situation. Older people take different strategies to negotiate with the changing places. The specific strategies taken and their effectiveness are highly important for older people's well-being. Place identity, negotiation and coping strategies speak to how older people anticipate a place to age in the future.
After completing the interviews, it became conceptually useful to organize the analysis around four groups based on their type of housing. People living in the same type of residence share similar environmental challenges and life circumstances. Data were classified into four groups: public rental housing, purchased public housing, new public housing and commodity housing. For people who live in the first two types of residence, they remained in the same dwelling before and after the reforms. For people living in new public housing and commodity housing, they were relocated after the economic reforms due to urban renewal, affordable housing upgrades or they purchased their own housing. Generally speaking, public rental housing and purchased public housing are located in the traditional tenement housing neighborhood (Hutong) in the old city or mid-rises that were built or collectively purchased by their Danwei. The current Hutong neighborhood is mixed with poorly maintained tenement housing (Dazayuan), upgraded high-end courtyard housing (Siheyuan) and tourism related land uses such as guest housing. Older people who remained in Hutong tend to be those who are older, frail and with lower socio-economic status. Dilapidated housing is common due to lack of maintenance and people face built environmental challenges such as the lack of private washrooms and having to use public washrooms. The Hutong neighborhood has experienced tremendous demographic and land-use changes since 1978.
New public housing in this study refers to resettlement and affordable housing. Resettlement housing is compensation for those whose residences were demolished in the process of urbanization and urban renewal. Affordable housing is built for those with low or no income. People who live in this type of housing enjoy improved housing but show stronger nostalgia for their old neighborhood relations, compared to the older people who have aged in place and never relocated. Some people in this category were relocated to more marginal areas of the city where commuter towns are located. Participants who lived in commodity housing moved with their children who purchased the property. They felt disconnected from people in their old and new communities other than with their children with whom they are co-residing. They were, however, more satisfied with their children's filial piety than those who never relocated. Overall, inequality is growing in post-reform urban China and it shows in the living situations of older people. By grouping the data by residential type, it clearly shows the relationship of old age and place in current urban China (Fig. 1) .
Place meaning and identity
The identity for those who reside in public rental housing (NM) is associated with socialist equality. This group of people still lives in dilapidated tenement housing, encounters many built environmental barriers, do not own their housing and tend to have low incomes. They did not gain much from the economic reforms, and face even more challenges from social support network changes and declining living conditions. They talked about how unlike in the Maoist era when all necessities were provided, now the responsibility is downloaded to individuals. However, they firmly believed all occupations are equal in terms of their contributions to socialism and felt unfairly treated after their lifetime of work. With the destruction of Danwei and the weakening of old social support systems, the feelings of being forgotten and denied got stronger. Their old identity is threatened while establishment of new identities is difficult in a place which carries mixed or even chaotic meanings for them.
No. 20 People from the Housing Bureau say our houses are under Danwei not them, but our Danwei does not have a department for housing. I don't know where we belong…. We were workers and believed all professions were equally important…. We used to have low incomes before the reforms but everything was covered. After the reforms, our incomes increased but it is not socialism anymore. The wealth gap is way too big…. We've all contributed to socialism all our lives, but we live in such terrible housing, nobody cares. It feels like all the contributions being denied….
For those who reside in purchased public housing (NM), place is more of a habitual status and convenient location. The most common theme was how much they were used to living in the neighborhood. Since people who have never moved tend to be those who are in the oldest-old group, their reduced mobility and declining health strengthened their sense of continuity in place. Participant no. 15 described it was like "inertia" after living in a place long enough. He would not think about moving, especially after he had a stroke and at least he knew how to go to hospital from where he lived.
People who are on welfare and/or live in affordable housing (PRR) shared similar thoughts as those who reside in rented tenement housing. They had a strong collective consciousness and devotion to socialism but were disappointed about social inequities in their current place. One older woman (No.13) was a widow of a veteran and she had just moved in with her son in his affordable housing. She described how her husband risked his life in the war, was left with chronic health problems, but ended up in a tiny dilapidated room before he passed away. He still insisted on paying party membership due even in severe poverty. She had a strong feeling of despair. No. 16 and his wife his disabled wife lived on welfare and his Tofu vender.
No.6 I think we as old folks, should give more living spaces to young people and leave more opportunities for them. The Community can construct collective retirement areas that we old people can take care of each other, to save some space. But I think now, people are too selfish. They only care about people who are well off. It's like they are given priorities to basically everything. Don't you think so?
As indicated in the previous section, interview participants who live in resettlement housing (PRR) enjoyed improved housing conditions while they felt strong nostalgia for their old neighborhood relations. Their identity is more bound up with the socialist collective lifestyle. They are used to the Danwei system where they had strong social ties with old colleagues and/or neighbors. The loss of trust and sense of security in their current social environments brings back their old place identity that is inherent in socialist collective living.
No. 39 If you ask me if I have a sense of belonging here. Well, I feel attached to the people not the Community. Our Danwei has been removed; I still keep in touch with my old colleagues who still live here…. The new Residents' Committee isn't working…. Our generation is used to collective living. The feeling gets stronger when I get older. Danwei used to gather us together but here I feel left out. Empty nesters like me need collective activities. It would be nice if we can gain a sense of collectivity in the Community.
Depending on their age or life experience, those who experienced different historical events and political turbulence believed their generation was easy to satisfy, especially if they were resettled to improved housing.
No.11 Our 80-years-old generation is very easy to satisfy. We have been through wars, starvation and revolutions. As long as we have a place to stay and enough food to eat, it's alright….
In general, there is a generational shift over value systems. Those who built socialism and/or grew up with it encounter an identity conflict with the generation whose lives have been shaped by the processes of marketization and privatization. Participant no. 39 thought most of the young people "simply don't get" what they have been through and saw social polarization as too severe now.
Older people who reside in commodity housing with their children have constructed yet another place identity based on family and filial piety. They all receive sufficient financial support from their children. Family relationships are most valued and are the source of life satisfaction. One older woman moved in with her daughter after her husband passed away.
No. 46 Home is a warm place. Life has no meaning if without home and family. I enjoy my family life very much…. I don't know my neighbors here but I am happy.
In sum, the socialist past is selectively manifested in older people. Different places hold various meanings for them through their changing environments. Social category based on residential type illustrates inequalities in place. For people who grew up in pre-reform socialism and absent from the current economic gains, their identity is highly contested and a new place identity has not yet formed. They are confused about why housing, the Community and family work differently for different people in different places despite the shared history and contribution to socialist society. The notions of equality and uniformity come back into play and are in conflict with their changing environment. Their declining health and constrained mobility reinforce the sense of place dependency. For older people who have relocated to resettlement housing, place meaning is more informed by social environmental change. The pre-reform identity of collectivism is threatened by the destruction of Danwei and the construction of Community (Shequ). A small group of people, who receive strong financial and emotional support from their families, have formed a new identity in their old age. Material well-being and filial piety of family members tend to contribute to the construction of this new identity. However, the majority of the older generation did not benefit much from the economic reforms; rather, they experienced different facets of environmental changes with which they find it difficult to cope.
Negotiation, coping and emotions: place making in postreform Beijing
In the face of changes, older people had their strategies of trying to adapt or cope. One common theme emerged, the role of children, regardless of older people's residential types, socioeconomic and health status. Some of them talked about how they would follow whatever plans their children might have for them; others indicated that they would depend on their children when they can no longer cope. Some participants were not satisfied with their children's filial piety even though they educated them constantly in the hope that they will be taking on more responsibilities in their later years. However, not everyone thought of relying on children as a coping strategy. People who belong to the young-old group (most of them are part of the onechild generation) did not believe that children are dependable due to the sorts of social pressures they face every day.
Another common theme that comes up is communicating with the Community about the challenges they are facing. Except for those who reside in commodity housing, it is a common strategy that the rest of the older people use. Most of them did not find it was an effective way of problem solving, but they were still trying with the expectation that the new Community will treat them the same way as their Danwei.
No.5 I tried many times negotiating with staff at the Street Office, they just don't want to take the responsibility…. I went there in the name of an old comrade. They gave me attitude and thought I was superfluous…. My intentions were good but it felt like they threw cold water on me….
There are also some other place-specific negotiation strategies older people took. Some older people living in purchased public housing (NM) remade neighborhood space into a more welcoming place that gave them a sense of continuity of collective living in the old days. They expressed the importance of creating a pleasant physical and built environment for the residents. They also tried to check in with each other every day in case of any emergency. The space reshaping efforts were effective because the neighborhood had a number of old neighbors/colleagues who remained together. For neighborhoods that are less socially cohesive, space reshaping can hardly be initiated.
No.14 Since Danwei is now part of society, we belong to the Community. No one is responsible for us anymore.… Some of us old neighbors still care about each other and the Community. Look at these chairs, tables and games! We bought them. We made those cushions as well. …. We volunteer in the neighborhood and keep each other informed about our recent developments. If we don't see the old folks showing up within a day or two we will knock on the door. We pay special attention to the frail ones who live alone.
On the other hand, some participants stayed in the tenement housing neighborhoods (NM) where many old neighbors have moved out and with a mixed demographic structure, Their coping strategy was avoidance of an undesirable environment. They were either avoiding dealing with life struggles or interacting with their social surroundings. One participant illustrated how he protected his own space by never stepping out of his home.
No.15 I barely get out of my room now. For one thing my health condition makes it a bit difficult for me to move around. But I just avoid interacting with anyone beside my partner, unless I have to. I simply don't want to talk to anyone in the neighborhood. I stay at home every day, do some reading and writing. I lose my temper sometimes with my partner. I know it's no good.
Adaptation is a strategy frequently mentioned by older people who relocated. Lawton's concept of individual competence and "environmental proactivity" (1973) can be applied here in understanding how older people develop coping strategies under environmental press (Lawton and Lucille, 1973) . The adaptation skills identified by participants include: developing an optimistic mentality, actively maintaining physical independence and boosting endurance. They believed their generation had been through many difficulties experienced as part of various historical events so the abilities to adapt and endure hardships were strong.
No.2 I try to be positive, tolerant and philosophical about things. I know the importance of keeping a good mentality…. I have limited economic resources, the government doesn't provide much convenience and I don't think I can rely on my children. I don't know. I'd better exercise more to keep healthy. In that way I don't have to count on anyone. But you can never predict, can you? I just take one step, and look around before taking another. I dare not think too much about the future.
An alternative adaptation strategy is taken by a small group of participants who live in relocated new public housing (PRR). They started renting out their extra bedrooms and became landlords. They conformed to the changing social and economic environments under the processes of urbanization. Participants in this group are all in good health and belong to the young-old age group. They live in areas (e.g., Wudaokou) where there are a number of universities and these areas tend to be mixed with international students and expatriates. They found it was an effective way of saving for their old age security and also maintaining an active social life. No.4 described his retired life as a landlord. He rented out two extra bedrooms in his apartment. He said it was a very good income and a way to make young friends.
Some older people to cope with their relocation experiences and overcome place isolation in their new neighborhood used public transit to go to the old city or their old neighborhood every day for the familiar social environment. Participant No.24 described how in her new neighborhood, no one talks to each other. She took three hour bus rides everyday just to visit the park in her old neighborhood. Participant No.1 also mentioned how taking the bus is getting more difficult for them due to their decreased functions and the over crowded buses in a rapidly urbanizing city.
Participant No.23 cope dealt with social isolation by developing hobbies and learning new things such as calligraphy, painting, sports and dancing. This strategy was mostly used by those who have their basic living needs satisfied, are in better health and have higher education.
In face of identity loss, some older people created spiritual spaces of their own. No.40 mentioned how he still believes in the Communist Party and that maybe policy will favor older people one day. Several other participants started practicing Buddhism for the peace of mind.
Some more extreme measures were taken in certain cases. For those who live in public rented tenement housing (NM), sense of insecurity came from no property ownership. In some cases, they brought lawsuits against the housing bureau in fighting for housing ownership (No.18). One participant (No.21) who lives next to the nightlife area called police multiple times about the severe noise. She indicated that moving is not a feasible option for them due to here limited knowledge of property trading and poor health status.
In sum, older people have adopted various strategies to cope and negotiate with environmental challenges and changing place meanings. Children and community staff were most often contacted when they encountered problems. Their expectation of the Community came from the identity embedded in the pre-reform Danwei system. Space shaping takes place when people live in the same neighborhood and share a collective identity. Older residents actively negotiated the process so that they could preserve a sense of security and belonging. However, with the rapid changing demographics in most of the Communities, space shaping is not an easy action to initiate. Most of the participants took a more individualistic approach, such as environmental adaptation, avoidance coping, practicing religion, developing new hobbies and legal solutions. How older people choose to negotiate with their changing spaces depends on their situated environment, age, life experience, social capital and health status. Their emotional state reflects identity negotiation and the effectiveness of coping.
Anticipation of a place to age
Moving into a residential care facility (RCF) is an alternative place to age. Despite the drastic changes taking place in their neighborhoods and the positive or negative experiences resulting from those changes, few older people had the intention of moving to a RCF. The few participants who considered relocation to a RCF were in poor health status, had higher incomes or received financial support from their children.
According to the data, no participants who stayed in the same place before and after the reform showed any intention to relocate. Most of them were not satisfied with their current living environments, but they were still not considering moving to a RCF. On the one hand, they felt incapable of moving due to limited incomes, long waiting lists and the distant location of many RCFs. On the other hand, although place identity is vague, they felt living in their current place as a habit accumulated over decades (or "inertia" according to participants) and home provided a sense of freedom and autonomy. They also enjoyed the convenient location of their current homes.
For those who relocated to new public housing (PRR), they shared some of the same reasons for not wanting to move to a RCF with those who have never moved: too expensive, waiting lists too long and too many restrictions. They also had concerns over the quality of RCFs. They believed the nice ones were expensive and the affordable ones were difficult to get into. One participant recently returned to her home from a RCF because of the negative experience. Another participant had no trust in private enterprise and believed the operators of RCFs were mercenary in nature. They did not mention attachment to the current dwelling as a reason for their reluctance to move, but they did anticipate aging in their homes and Communities as a better way if a Community could offer more, especially in terms of increasing social cohesion in the Community and creating a collective way of aging.
No.13 Aging is expensive nowadays. My children still need my support so I cannot depend on them. If the Community could help us to solve some problems, it would be great! I really hope that the Community can organize collective aging…. We need companions in old age and I hope the Community could bring our old comrades together.
Those who currently reside in commodity housing with their children did not show any uncertainty about aging in place. They believed they could receive the best care at home and they had the resources to choose where and how to age.
Lastly, some older people refused to anticipate where to age. They felt there is no place to age for them in the future so they simply avoided thinking about it unless they had to. No.28 is a parent affected by the One-child policy and his daughter did not live in the same city. He believed there was no affordable place for the averageincome retiree to age. He put it "I dare not think too much, I dare not…".
Overall, older people's unwillingness to move to a RCF is not because they felt strongly attached to a current place. Rather, the incapability of moving due to practical reasons, the concerns over service quality, living conditions and loss of autonomy in RCFs were major reasons they did not anticipate aging in an institutional setting. The majority of older people showed a strong willingness to help each other and believed in collective aging in the Community but they did not know how to initiate collective aging. For some people, they did not see a place of aging for them. Those who received sufficient financial and emotional supports from their children showed no hesitation about aging in place.
Aging in no place?-Discussion
Many facets of urban transformation have taken place in China since the reforms in 1978. People living in different types of housing and neighborhoods face various physical, built and social environmental challenges. Along with their life experience, current socioeconomic and health status, are relevant factors for understanding place identity and meaning for older people. The discussion is both generational and situational. Generational factors, such as historical events and the times they grew up in, have shaped their collective identity. The identity is rooted in the socialist past and planned economy that carries the ideas of equality, uniformity and collectivism. At a practical, their collective identity is represented in their beliefs in favor of universal coverage for education, health care, housing, etc., and collective consciousness established in their former labor relations.
Since the economic reforms, urbanization and urban renewal have resulted in uneven urban landscapes; marketization and privatization have influenced people's everyday behaviour, social relations and value systems. Generational shifts in ideology have created conflicts and tension between older people and the younger generation. Older people have taken rather distinct life paths thereafter, encountered various life situations and ended up in various places. Thus, the aspects of old identity are selectively manifested in each individual depending on specific situational factors. Older people or their children who have benefited from the reforms have formed new identities. Most of the older people, however, have not benefited from the economic gains and some have lost their jobs and security. Some enjoy improved housing and incomes, but growing social inequalities and shrinking social benefits have created an even stronger sense of insecurity for them. Old identities have been challenged and new identities have not yet formed. Place conveys different meanings to people facing different environmental challenges and with distinct individual post-reform circumstances. Meanings embedded in place and the shifting power relations speak to how older people cope and negotiate the changing spaces of their lives (Table 2) . Some strategies were effective while others resulted in conflict and tension. In the current social environment, most of the people took individual approaches while still holding a strong hope for reconstructing collective aging. This is reflected in their anticipation of a place to age.
Compared to the Western literature, the divergences lie in how ideological shifts from socio-political and cultural changes are manifested in aging in place experiences in China. The socio-political and cultural contexts shape the aging processes at micro level environments. Although the reform has shaken the ideologies about collectivism and filial piety, they still have strong imprints on the current generation of older Chinese. The relative homogenous and equal group of people were divided after the reform and took individual paths. Senses of insecurity, powerless and placelessness grow from declining functionality, weakening social ties, the growing private sector, the emerging ideology of individuality and spatial inequality. Children, the state and the collective (the Community and Danwei) play primary roles in how place meanings are interpreted, place making strategies and how aging in place is anticipated. As successful aging in place is often related to independence, free choice, lifestyle and self-identity in the Western literature, in contrast, expectations of children, the Community and the state remain significant themes in China. Place meanings are conveyed through the conflicts among social inequality, cultural value change and generational identity, rather than environmental past of mere residence and neighborhood.
Another contextual factor that contributes to the divergence between Western research and our research is the predetermined residence. Although housing was opened up to the private market after reform, many older people remain in their old residences and some have been relocated by the government or their children. Many older people are not allowed or not capable of making residential decisions of their own. In the end, person-person, place-place and person-place relationships are segregated and unattached on various scales. There are not yet effective social efforts to reintegrate older people and place. In Western cases, with social and individual efforts, older people and place are constantly (re) integrated as a whole. (Cutchin, 2003) .
Similarities are found in the findings about sense of insecurity and isolation, lost of identity and resilience building when changes happen such as relocation, new environmental barriers, social network change or declining functionality. But these findings only apply to certain micro level processes. Some Western interpretations of aging in place and decision-making only apply to a small group of older Chinese who have experienced significant material improvements after the reform. In most cases it is their children who benefit from the reform and become wealthy, that provide older parents social capital to mobilize when it comes to their relationships with place. However, this also comes with the preconceived notion of dependency.
This study advances the geographies of ageing literature by providing empirics from a non-Western context and advancing our conceptual understanding of the socio-political, cultural and historical dimensions of aging and place. It showcases how "multiple places and spaces at multiple scales are responsible for age relations" (Skinner, 2015, Pg.12). The discussion of older people and their immediate environment cannot be isolated from the societal changes in culture, value and ideology. These social realties result in the divergence when we discuss the theorization of aging and place. It has been almost four decades since the reform and now China has recently abolished the one-child policy. The country has shown neoliberal characteristics and been influenced by Western ideologies at different levels. The question to ask is will the divergence continue or convergence will be the trend when aging and place are discussed in the near future.
Conclusion
This study strengthens the idea that old age is a socially and culturally constructed concept. Family and filial piety are still playing important roles in older people's well-being. The discussion of both old age and place cannot be separated from various social changes and life experiences in different times. Older people bring in memories from previous places and perceive the current place in relation to others. In a society in transition, conflicts occur and place identity is contested. How well older people cope reflects power relations and social inequality. In places where drastic social changes occur, it requires social efforts for older people and place to reintegrate. Otherwise, identity confusion or loss are detrimental to older people's health and wellbeing.
When current policy is pointing in the direction of aging at home and the Community, it is important to first provide a more thorough understanding of place. Place should be more than a shelter in the Community or an alternative to an institution. Aging in place does not equal staying at home because of the incapability of moving to a RCF. Although aging at home and the Community carries the sense of downloading responsibility of care to all actors in society, the significance of the discussion lies in how to recreate a sense of security and belonging for older people in a changing environment, and thus encouraging them to age in place. Efforts from the Community and the society are largely needed. For a generation that carries strong imprints from their past, collectivism matters in providing a sense of place continuity, securing their basic economic and housing needs, rebuilding lost identity, and providing needed care; it will further contribute to Community construction in the new era. The Community should provide an opportunity for older people to continue their familiar ways of social interaction, but also encourage a meaningful social mix among different groups and establish communication between generations, before it becomes "aging in no place".
Missing from this research are older people who did not have Beijing Hukou. Across China, people are leaving the places where they have Hukou and moving to the largest cities to find a better way of life even if it means living without access to health and social services. They are referred to as the "floating population." While most are working age, some are older people and how place affects them and affects the older people left behind in the places where they originate is not a part of this research, but needs to be considered in future research.
Future research can further specify cohort-related historical events and experiences, such as the Second Sino-Japanese War, the Civil War, the Cultural Revolution, reforms of state-owned enterprise, the OneChild policy, etc. and how these cohorts of older people are specifically affected by their past and present experiences. Understanding how and when older people experienced these events could give more concrete explanations to their consciousness and circumstances. Similarly, more detailed studies in terms of different places on various scales could be done. Theoretical discussion in the Chinese context will be furthered by rich and updated empirical studies, to determine if it is taking a convergent or divergent path from the West. This is one of the first studies on everyday aging experience and the changing places in urban China. There are many potential research questions to be explored under this topic, both empirically and theoretically.
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